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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Chung S. Park (reg. 52,039) on December 19, 2007. 

3. The applicant has been amended as follow: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for rating media information 
by using a plurality of remotely located client units and a server connected to the client 
units via a network, each client unit being able to receive media information via a 
communication medium other than the network, comprising: 

causing a user to view media information received by a client unit via the communication 
medium and displayed on the client unit; 

transmitting to the client unit, via the network, indicator information enabling the client 
unit to display a rating indicator along with the media information to the user, to allow 
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the user to control the rating indicator and thereby to input as a function of time rating 
information of events occurring at particular times in the media information and to 
transmit the rating information to the server via the network, 

receiving the rating information transmitted from the client unit and storing the received 
rating information in a database; 

transmitting to the client unit, via the network, a query form for demographic data 
enabling the client unit to display the query form to a user, to allow the user to input the 
demographic data and to transmit the demographic data via the network, the demographic 
data including information relating to a plurality of profile categories; 
receiving the demographic data transmitted from the client and storing the received 
demographic data in the database, 

listing the user in at least one group characterized by one or more of the profile 
categories; 

combining the stored rating information of each user listed in the group to determine an 
average rating of the group; and 

displaying the average rating of the group as to the events as a function of 
time; further including: transmitting a time indication, via the network, to the client unit 
enabling the client unit to measure a time interval between the time indication and the 
time when the user inputs the rating information and to transmit information of the time 
interval along with the rating information via the network and wherein the time interval 
information is used to identify the event. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein one of the profile categories is gender. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein one of the profile categories is political 
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party affiliation. 
4-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein the steps of listing, combining 
and displaying are performed by an analysis unit. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 6, further comprising the step of 
displaying the media information along with the average rating on a visual display 
device. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein the steps of listing, combining 
and displaying are performed by the server. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein the source of the media 
information transmitted through the communication medium is selected from the group 
consisting of a television station, a cable operator, a video player, a DVD player, a single- 
cast source, a multi-cast source and a broadcast source. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein the media information is 
obtained from a storage medium. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein the network is the Internet. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 12 wherein the client units obtain web 
page information through the Internet. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein the combining step includes 
weighting the stored rating information and thereby weighting the average rating. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 14 wherein weights are used to make the 
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average rating more accurately represent the rating of a target population. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim [[16]] 1.5. wherein the target population 
is the general public. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein an administrative application 
program connected to the server controls a data transmission rate at which the rating 
information is transmitted from the client units to the server. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 wherein the administrative 
application controls the data transmission rate by throttling the number of connections 
that reach the server per time period. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein an administrative application 
program associated with the server controls the start time and end time of ratings 
collection. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for rating media information, comprising': 

a plurality of client units, each including a video monitor for presenting, to a user, a 
rating indicator, media information and a query form for demographic data that includes 
information relating to a plurality of profile categories, each said client unit being 
operative to receive, via a network, indicator information to display the rating indicator, 
to receive, via a communication medium other than the network, the media information, 
and to receive, via the network, the query form, each said client unit being further 
adapted to allow the user to input as a function of time.rating information of events 
occurring at particular times in the media information and the demographic data, and to 
transmit the rating information and the demographic data via the network to a server, the 
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rating indicator indicating the user's rating of the events in the media information; 
a server connected to the client units via the network and operative to send the indicator 
information and the query form to the client units, to receive, via the network, the rating 
information and the demographic data transmitted from the client units, and to store the 
rating information and the demographic data in a database; 

an analysis unit associated with the server and having access to the demographic data and 
the rating information stored in the database, the analysis unit being adapted to list the 
user in at least one group characterized by one or more of the profile categories and to 
combine the rating information of each user listed in the group to determine an average 
rating of the group; and 

a display for displaying the average rating of the group as to the events.as a function of 
time; 

wherein the server is further operative to send a time indication, via the network, to each 
of the client units enabling each of the client units to measure a time interval between the 
time indication and the time when the user inputs the rating information and to transmit 
information of the time interval along with the rating information via the network and 
wherein the time interval information is used to identify the event. 

22. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 21 wherein the rating information 
stored in the database is weighted by the analysis unit. 

23. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 21 wherein the network is the Internet. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 23 wherein the server provides web 
page information to the client units Via the network. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 24 wherein the web page information 
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includes an application program that is executable at the client units. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 25 wherein the application program 
controls the storing and caching of the rating information in the client units, as well as the 
transmitting of the rating information to the server via the network. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein the source of the media 
information transmitted through the communication medium is selected from the group 
consisting of a television station, a cable operator, a video player, a DVD player, a single- 
cast source, a multi-cast source and a broadcast source. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein the analysis unit is adapted 
to produce a display of the average rating and the media information. 

29-45. (Canceled) 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In interpreting the claims, in light of the specification and the applicant's 
arguments filed on August 1, 2007 the examiner finds the claimed invention to be 
patentably distinct from the prior art of record. 

5. Bowman- Amuah, Michel (6697824)., teaches a system and method are 
provided for interacting with a user over a network for personalizing a website. A user is 
identified and information about the user is collected. A profile of the user is built based 
on the collected information and a plurality of different contents are managed. The profile 
and the contents are analyzed in order to match attributes of the profile of the user and 
attributes of the contents. The user is allowed to manually select which of the delivered 
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contents are depicted on a display. The user is also allowed to selectively position the 
delivered contents on the display. 

6. Thomas et al., (Pub No. 20050251824), teaches a program guide system is 
provided in which interactive television program guide advertisement usage is monitored. 
Advertisement usage information may also be monitored by monitoring when 
advertisements are received by the user television equipment. Advertisement. usage 
information may also be monitored at the time at which advertisements are displayed by a 
program guide. Less important data may be filtered from the collected advertisement 
usage data. 

7. Thompson et al., (Pub No. 20030014320), teaches a method of promoting 
a recording, including the steps of creating a rough mix of a recording, digitizing the 
rough mix, and inputting the digitized rough mix to a web site. The web site is accessible 
so as to download the rough mix to an individual consumer. The individual consumer can 
order the recording subsequent to the step of accessing by ordering from an on-line 
retailer or by ordering through the web site. 

8. However, the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest individually or in 
combination that A computer-implemented method for rating media information by using 
a plurality of remotely located client units and a server connected to the client units via a 
network, each client unit being able to receive media information via a communication 
medium other than the network, comprising: causing a user to view media information 
received by a client unit via the communication medium and displayed on the client unit; 
transmitting to the client unit, via the network, indicator information enabling the client 
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unit to display a rating indicator along with the media information to the user, to allow 
the user to control the rating indicator and thereby to input as a function of time rating 
information of events occurring at particular times in the media information and to 
transmit the rating information to the server via the network; receiving the rating 
information transmitted from the client unit and storing the received rating information in 
a database; transmitting to the client unit, via the network, a query form for demographic 
data enabling the client unit to display the query form to a user, to allow the user to input 
the demographic data and to transmit the demographic data via the network, the 
demographic data including information relating to a plurality of profile categories; 
receiving the demographic data transmitted from the client and storing the received 
demographic data in the database; listing the user in at least one group characterized by 
one or more of the profile categories; combining the stored rating information of each 
user listed in the group to determine an average rating of the group; and 
displaying the average rating of the group as to the events as a function of 
time; further including: transmitting a time indication, via the network, to the client unit 
enabling the client unit to measure a time interval between the time indication and the 
time when the user inputs the rating information and to transmit information of the time 
interval along with the rating information via the network and wherein the time interval 
information is used to identify the event as set forth in independent claims 1, and 21. 
Claims 2, 3, 6-9, 1 1-19, and 22-28 are allowed because of the combination of other 
limitations and the limitation listed above. 
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9. The examiner finds the Applicant's arguments on pages 10-19 of the 
Remarks filed on August 1, 2007 to be persuasive. The applicant argued in substance 
that the combination of prior art of record fail to disclose the feature of the invention. 

10. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Examiner's Amendment". 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
571-272-3929. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
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Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

December 20, 2007 



